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Decommissioning Measures of Specific Nuclear Power Plants in Fukushima

and Subcontracted Construction Industry in Futaba Region

Mitsuo YAMAKAWA

Researcher, Teikyo University Regional Revitalization Research Center
Former professor, Faculty of Economics, Teikyo University
Professor emeritus, Fukushima University.

It has been 14 years since Fukushima nuclear disaster caused by Great East Japan Earthquake,
but evacuation orders have not been fully lifted, and decommissioning of reactors is still not
progressing. Economic impacts of release of treated contaminated water into ocean and reuse of
decontaminated soil continue, along with strong concerns about thyroid cancer caused by low-dose
radiation exposure, and return of evacuees to their hometowns remains stagnant.

Economy of Futaba region in Fukushima Prefecture was supported by circulation of value
added by nuclear and thermal power generation within region. However, nuclear accident and
establishment of evacuation zones forced all economic activities to cease. After disaster, revitalization
of industrial economy in Futaba region was driven by decontamination, infrastructure development,
and decommissioning projects. However, since headquarters of construction companies responsible
for these projects are outside region, and many of their employees live outside region, income is
flowing out in form of headquarters outflows, commuting outflows, and consumer outflows, despite
substantial financial transfers.

This study examined impact of decommissioning projects, including those at Fukushima Daiichi
Nuclear Power Plant, which is a part of Fukushima Innovation Coast Framework, on companies
based in Futaba County. Companies involved in decommissioning receive subcontracted orders for
dismantling, removal, piping, electrical equipment work, repairs, inspections, and maintenance
from reactor manufacturers, general contractors, and Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO)
group companies, which are prime contractors and members of Fukushima Reconstruction
Association. As a result, subcontract workers always face health risk of radiation exposure
(Katayama, 2020).

These subcontracted tasks require significant labor, and many of companies involved are
concentrated in construction sector. Among 448 companies surveyed in Futaba region, 15.4% were
nuclear-related companies that directly sell to nuclear power companies, and of 69 nuclear-related
companies, three-quarters belong to construction sector, with over 60% focusing on plumbing,
electrical work, and mechanical equipment installation within nuclear power plant premises.

Analyzing business performance of nuclear-related construction companies from perspective of
break-even points, factors contributing to profitability include establishment of these companies
before disaster, relatively traditional characteristics, larger capital amounts, higher numbers of
employees, and higher labor productivity leading to substantial sales. However, it is important to
note that profitability is not determined solely by these factors and varies by construction subcategory

and sub-sector.
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Has the aim of German policy of spatial planning been changed?

Kenji YAMAMOTO

Research Fellow of the Research Center for Regional Revitalization, Teikyo University, and
Professor Emeritus of Kyushu University

The purpose of this paper is to reexamine a discourse, according to which the aim of the spatial
planning policy in Germany has been changed and competitiveness of German economy has been
regarded as more important than the equivalence of living conditions in all regions and localities
since the beginning of the 21% century. The present author examines the Act of Spatial Planning
enforced in 1965 and its Amendment in 2008, official decisions of the Standing Conference of
Ministers responsible for Spatial Planning and Development, and the homepage of the Federal
Ministry of Transport and Digital Infrastructure (BMVI). As a result, he concludes that the aim of
the spatial planning in Germany has been maintained. That is the policy to shape regions and
localities with equivalent living conditions (gleichwertige Lebensverhdltnisse) in Germany.

It is sure that this aim does not come true in Germany yet and that regions and localities within
this country face the global and local specific problems. It is important for them to enhance economic
competitiveness in order to secure employment opportunities. Therefore, enhancing of economic
competitiveness is one of the four guiding principles or concepts (Leitbilder) for the spatial planning
of the Federal Republic of Germany and its Federal Ldnder. The other three guiding principles,
namely provision of public services (Daseinsvosorge), controlling of land use for the sustainable
development, and prevention of climate change by means of transformation to renewable energy

sources, are important as well.

Key words: spatial planning, policy, aim, concepts, equivalent living conditions, Germany
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The illusion of “land reform”

—Farewell to Communism—

Shinnosuke TAMA
Professor of Teikyo University

This paper will demonstrate, based on facts, that the evaluation of land reform as “the most
successful reform” is a fabricated illusion, and that in reality it was a reform that forced great
sacrifices on over a million former landowners, who could only be described as ordinary people.
First, I will begin by looking at the number of landowners who were bought out, and then I will
unravel the mystery of the legislative process. Next, I will discuss how the transfer of farmland in
rural areas gave anger to former landowners. I will discuss how a lawsuit filed by landowners in
Yamagata Prefecture against the constitution of the land reform frightened GHQ, leading to the
second “Memorandum.” It also makes clear that the Farmland Law was an absurd act, stimulate the
rise of the landlord movement against it, and reveals the political nature of the Supreme Court’s
decision of December 1953. Finally, I will point out the relationship between land reform and

communism and state the need to farewell communism.

Key words: land reform, landlord movement, land reform unconstitutionality lawsuit,

farmland law, communism
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A Study on Regional Vulnerability of Flood and Earthquake Disasters
In Case of Arakawa-River Downstream Area

Sotaro TSUBOI

TEIKYO University Faculty of Economics Department of Regional Economics

Until the 1960s, most flood disasters occurred in the lowlands to the east of Tokyo. In recent
years, however, with the increasing frequency of localized torrential downpours referred to as
‘guerrilla rainstorms ‘locally concentrated, devastating damages have been suffered.

With respect to measures against such damage, underground reservoirs and rivers are being
constructed. As a soft measure, flooding hazard maps are being made public. Because of its densely
concentrated urban structure, the Tokyo Metropolitan Area is also at high risk of fires and building

collapses during earthquakes.

Key words: Flood Disaster, Earthquake disaster, Time Series Analysis, Regional Structure,

Prevention for Disaster, Mitigation, Arakawa-River downstream Area
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